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ANUCIENT GUWLUR
BARN #
BECOMES CHAPEL

“THESE buildings and site were given to the

trustees of the St. Madoc Christian Youth
Camp by Mr. and Mrs. J. W, Burr, 21st August, 1944,
‘ While life was being shattered this place was given
for the healing of the soul.”
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|, The inscription is placed just
inside  an  undenominalional
'chapel shown in the accompany-
iing photograph, which was till
|recently an  carth-floored 300-
|year-old Gower barm, given up
'to cattle and pouliry.

l' OVER 330 YEARS QLD

. To the earlier gift of build-
Ings, nmany acres and a mile of
shore—made in the hope of iis
‘oeing of value i: uhe youth of
| Wales—the donors have added
'this conversion of a structure
which may well be older than
the 300 years for
history can be traced.

The camp officials arranged
a dedication for this afternoon,
and there will' be held in it,
to-morrow, a service com-
mermorating Mr. and Mrs., Burr's
golden weddihg. This will be
conducted by the Rev. Simon
Jones, sometime minister
Swansea Unitarian church, and
the Rev. Gwilym Rees, tformer
Congregational Moderator and
one 9t the camp trusiees,

FAMILY GIFTS
. 8everal weeks’ hard_ work
Nave gone nto the transiormao-
tion, The rough lexture of the
walls has been simply refained

and ecream-washed; of the side

windows, . some were ancient
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in 1924 for week-ends and holi-
days, and in 1939 for retirement: J
by way of Catferd, Glasgow. g
Reading, Croydon, the places aiy
which Mr., Burr. with his wife’s y
co-operation In the uprootings

‘Hinvolved, sought the experience

that led. in December 1914, to «
his appointment as chief engi-
neer to the Swansea Electlrieity ;
department. ¥

HOW HE WENT THERE i

It this sucecession appears to -
the outsider to have been na-

which jts}gi'eparation at &ll for life far

ohg a narrow lane beyond
Llanmadoe, Mr. Burr himself
calls his 1924 acquisiijon saeer
ucl, the little - considered
acceplance of an opportunity
which falls, but once in a life-
time, to a few.

After having " merely seen”

of the pleasant place, he “simply

sirolled into the Metropole ” for
an auction and was, to others -
besides himself, an unexpec- '
tedly successful bidder for the 1
house, built by Sir Laneelot
Aubrey Fletcher in 1914, ang its ©
Tavrge wereundingn stroivhos o
hills, burrows. meadows
shore.

GOLDEN WEDDING
The low house, set
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slits and in-place of the present sloping terraced garden, beauti-
window above the altar fable a ful in its reticence and appro-

friend is to give a stained glass
windaow. -

The masonry seen behind the
allar table was & modern fire-
pluce of native stone.
nishings, including a
organ, have been given by
members of the family, and near
relatives—and -tho frontals by
an 82-year-old sister of Mrs
Burr.

LONDONERS IN GOWER

at

priateness, looks down at near
sandhills and sea. Meeting its
occupants there, the impres-
sion is not of their isolation or .

The fur- their age but of their mental .
small liveliness

allied to enviable:
serenity,

Mr. James Wiiliam Burr and
Miss Alice Maud Forgan-—-of
Scots descent —were married
St. Paul's, Hoolk, near

Surbiton, on April 3, 1899, when,
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This week-end's celebrations following  apprenticeship
are a climax to the donors’ very some yeavrs on lhe continent.
happy settlemont in wnat may he  started” ihe caveer as
well he remotest CGower, a electrical engineer in England
settlement which constifutes an Which ended in Swansea, C
ohvious denial of all their pre- Ther are two children, M2, C. 0
vious history as industrially W. Burr and Mrs. John Walters, &
minded-Londoners. two grandehildren, and t{wao

They came to St. Madoe—first greatgrandchildren.




